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EMS  To  Build  Around  Regions 


Regionalization  in  emergency 
medical  services  is  inevitable  ac- 
cording to  various  sources. 

But  what  is  regionalization? 

One  description  is  that 
regionalization  is  an  effort  to  stop 
fragmentation  of  individual  efforts 
and  to  plan  and  coordinate  an 
emergency  medical  services 
system. 

It's  the  realization  that  rural 
hospitals  or  towns  without 
hospitals  can  offer  primary  care, 
but  that  transfer  within  a  region  is 
necessary  for  care  beyond  local 
capabilities. 

It's  also  the  recognition  that 
Montana  itself  does  not  have  all 
the  special  treatment  centers  need- 
ed for  some  medical  emergencies 
and  that  a  plan  to  send  patients  out 
of  state  for  special  treatment  must 
be  used. 

Critical  patients  who  usually  re- 
quire a  complete  EMS  system  are: 
accident,  psychiatric,  burn,  cor- 
onary patients,  high  risk  infants 
and  victims  of  poisoning,  drug 
overdose  and  acute  alcohol  in- 
toxification. 

Regionalization  offers  smaller 
communities  the  means  of  helping 
these  patients  by  widening  the 
patient  care  area  to  include  at  least 
one  town  with  medical  facilities 
capable  of  handling  most  medical 
emergencies  24  hours  a  day. 
I  Although  some  counties  might 
be  capable  of  providing  sufficient 
communications,  training, 
transportation,  consumer  par- 
ticipation, consumer  information 
and   education   capabilities,   they 


might  not  have  the  means  to  offer 
evaluation,  sufficient  manpower, 
critical  care  units  and  medical 
facilities,  cooperation  agreements 
among  nearby  counties,  private 
organizations  and  public  safety 
agencies,  standardized  medical 
record  keeping,  patient  transfer 
and  referral  systems,  disaster 
plans  and  plans  to  ease  accessibili- 
ty to  care. 

These  are  the  basic  components 
of  an  EMS  system  as  set  forth  in 


EMS  Act  guidelines.  They  cover 
the  patient  prior  to  entering  a 
hospital,  inside  the  hospital  and  in 
transfers  between  hospitals. 

The  federal  EMS  people  want 
complete  EMS  systems  to  evolve 
with  the  help  of  federal  money  and 
have  urged  that  regional  plans  be 
made. 

One  of  the  reasons  Montana 
identified  three  regions  was  to 
fulfill  the  regionalization  criteria 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


EMT  Scores  Top  Nations 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  Montana  Emergen- 
cy Medical  Technician  (EMT)  students  and  their  in- 
structors who  have  combined  to  achieve  the  highest 
state  average  of  any  of  the  23  states  that  are  using  the 
national  EMT  standardized  test  developed  by  the  Un- 
iversity of  Alabama. 

Tabulations  made  by  Tom  Abercrombie,  test  psy- 
chologist at  the  University  of  Alabama,  included  scores 
from  only  11  Montana  training  sites  and  did  not  include 
tabulations  from  all  the  states  using  the  test. 

The  individual  scoring  highest  among  all  the  states 
was  Mary  Elizabeth  Larson  of  Billings  with  a  score  of 
275. 

Since  the  tabulation,  however,  Dick  Ronish  of 
Lewistown  has  scored  a  276. 

Choteau,  Montana  with  a  244.88  average  has  the 
highest  average  for  a  training  site  of  all  places  tabulated. 
The  state's  average,  highest  of  all  states  tested,  is  223.45 
and  the  national  average  is  approximately  200. 

The  test  is  a  three-hour  written  examination  and  is 
not  the  same  as  the  test  developed  by  the  National 
Registry  of  EMTs,  although  both  are  designed  to  measure 
the  proficiency  of  EMTs. 


Coordination  Needed  in  Communications 


By  Tom  Dufresne 
Communications  Coordinator 

A  limited  number  of  frequencies 
available  for  Emergency  Medical 
Services  (EMS)  in  the  Special 
Emergency  Radio  Services  (SERS) 
radio  spectrum  and  an  increasing 
number  of  prospective  users  com- 
bine to  present  a  problem. 

Most  EMS  frequencies  are 
selected  from  the  VHF  high  band 
portion  of  the  SERS  spectrum 
since  the  available  VHF  low  band 
frequencies  are  already  over- 
crowded with  users.  The  need  for 

Road  Marking  Process 
Begins  in  Community 

For  anyone  who  has  lived  in  a 
town  all  his  or  her  life,  those  blue 
highway  signs  pointing  out  the 
direction  to  a  hospital  might  seem 
unnecessary. 

However,  for  the  traveler  who 
has  a  sudden  medical  emergency  or 
for  the  out-of-town  ambulance  ser- 
vice transferring  a  patient  to  a 
medical  facility,  these  signs  save 
time  and  avoid  the  necessity  of 
seeking  help  from  someone  who 
might  not  give  very  clear  direc- 
tions. 

Responsibility  for  approving 
hospital  highway  signs  rests  in  the 
Montana  Department  of 
Highways. 

For  signs  on  other  roadways  the 
local  government  has  the  respon- 
sibility of  putting  up  the  signs  and 
paying  for  them.  The  local 
governments  can  purchase  them 
from  the  Highway  Department. 

According  to  Homer  Wheeler, 
chairman  of  signing  for  the 
Highway  Department,  someone 
from  an  area  that  needs  more  signs 
to  designate  hospital  directions 
should  contact  the  division  field 
maintenance  bureau  chief. 

The  field  chief  will  coordinate 
the  highway  department  response 
to  the  request. 

The  chiefs  of  field  maintenance 
bureaus  are:  Jay  Duba,  Missoula; 
Robert  Hunter,  Butte;  Richard 
Miller,  Bozeman;  Raymond  Wiley, 
Great  Falls;  William  Hebert, 
Kalispell;  Jack  Timmons,  Havre; 
Jack  Riley,  Lewistown;  William 
Woolston,  Billings;  Dean  Seiler, 
Miles  City;  Dean  Knapp,  Glendive, 
and  Dean  Borgen,  Wolf  Point. 


frequency  coordination  between 
and  within  states  is  essential  to 
prevent  intolerable  high  band 
channel  congestion  and  in- 
terference. 

Although  some  of  these  frequen- 
cies are  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
emergency  ambulance  and 
hospital  services,  many  must  be 
shared  with  private  physicians 
and  veterinarians,  disaster  relief 
organizations,  school  bus  services, 
rescue  units  and  other  defined 
organizations  providing  services 
related  to  the  safety  of  life  or 
property. 

Frequency  coordination  for 
Montana  is  a  voluntary  effort  by 
the  Montana  chapter  of  the 
Associated  Public-Safety  Com- 
munications Officers,  Inc.  (AP- 
CO). 

The  chapter  has  designated  the 
EMS  Communications  Coor- 
dinator as  the  state  SERS  frequen- 


cy coordinator.  This  designation 
provides  an  advantage  for  the 
development  of  an  integrated' 
statewide  EMS  radio  system.  It 
allows  for  frequency  planning  and 
strong  assurance  that  other  SERS 
users  won't  adversely  conflict  or 
disrupt  this  planning  effort. 

All  emergency  services  are  en- 
couraged to  contact  the  EMS  Com- 
munications Coordinator  for  fre- 
quency coordination  or  technical 
and  planning  assistance  prior  to 
obtaining  or  modifying  equipment. 
This  can  avoid  additional  expense 
and  delay  caused  by  an  incompati- 
ble radio  plan.  Formal  frequency 
coordination  procedures  are  out- 
lined in  the  EMS  Communications 
Planning  Manual. 

Assistance  can  be  obtained  from 
Tom  Dufresne  at  the  state  Com- 
munications Division,  1710  Ninth 
Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59601,  phone 
449-2586. 


Board  To  Begin  EMT  Study 


The  Board  of  Medical  Examiners 
will  meet  in  July  and  one  of  the 
topics  likely  to  be  before  it  will  be 
House  Bill  72  which  requires  the 
Board  to  establish  rules  for  train- 
ing and  certification  of  Basic  and 
Advanced  Emergency  Medical 
Technicians  (EMTs). 

The  legislation  becomes  effec- 
tive July  1  and  the  Board  will  meet 
on  July  7,  8  and  9. 

The  Emergency  Medical  Ser- 
vices Bureau  has  written  a  letter 
offering  its  help  to  the  Board.  Also, 
the  Governor's  Advisory  Council 
on  Emergency  Medical  Services 
has  written  a  letter  stating  the 
council's  interest  in  the  Board's 
developing  of  regulations  regar- 
ding EMT  training  and  in  using 
other  physicians'  input  into  the 
establishment  of  these  regula- 
tions. 

Formulating  these  regulations 
might  take  some  time,  Drew  Daw- 
son of  the  EMS  Bureau  said.  In 
order  to  tailor  the  regulations  to 
meet  rural  Montana'^  needs  to  use 
expanded  life-saving  techniques, 
much  research  must  be  done  con- 
cerning other  states'  advanced  cer- 
tification criteria. 

Before  the  regulations  become 
effective,  public  hearings  must  be 


held  in  accordance  with  the  Mon-i 
tana  Administrative  Procedures 
Act. 

The  EMS  Bureau  is  currently 
conducting  research  regarding 
methods  of  implementing  ad- 
vanced EMT  training  in  Montana. 
However,  until  the  rules  and 
regulations  are  adopted  there  is  no 
provision  for  the  training  or  cer- 
tification of  advanced  EMTs  in 
Montana,  Dawson  said. 


The  EMS  Newsletter  is  printed 
bimonthly  in  January,  March, 
May,  July,  September  and 
November  at  1424  Ninth  Avenue, 
Helena,  Montana  59601,  by  the 
Emergency  Medical  Serivces 
Bureau  of  the  Montana  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences.  Funding  for  the 
newsletter  is  under  grant  number 
5G03-RM-32  of  the  Mountain 
States  Regional  Medical  Program. 
The  EMS  Bureau  is  solely  respon-j 
sible  for  the  contents  of  the" 
newsletter. 

Pat  Murdo,  editor. 

Second   Class   postage  paid   at 
Helena,  MT  59601. 


Advanced  EMTs  Trained  in  Pilot  Program 


A  pilot  program  to  train  ad- 
vanced Emergency  Medical 
•  Technicians  is  in  the  closing  weeks 
in  Billings  after  more  than  400 
hours  of  instruction  and  practice 
sessions. 

Certification  requirements  for 
advanced  EMTs  have  not  been 
established  by  the  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners  as  allowed  by 
House  Bill  72  and  consequently 
these  students  will  not  be  certified 
as  such  at  the  present  time. 

The    course,    which    started   in 

EMT  Hospital  Training 
Causes  Some  Problems 

The  increased  number  of 
Emergency  Medical  Technicians 
requesting  to  do  their  in-service 
training  in  the  larger  hospitals  is 
causing  some  overcrowding  and 
scheduling  problems. 

"Because  of  this  problem,"  Jerry 
Luchau,  director  of  EMT  training 
for  the  EMS  Bureau,  said,  "It  is 
very  important  that  the  EMT 
course  coordinator  contact 
f  hospital  personnel  to  schedule  the 
EMT  in-service  training. 

"In  some  areas  where  there  are  a 
large  number  of  EMTs  desiring  to 
do  in-service  training  in  a  larger 
hospital,  solving  the  problem  may 
mean  selecting  priority  personnel 
such  as  ambulance  people  to  be 
allowed  to  schedule  their  training 
in  these  hospitals." 

Luchau  added  that  personnel  not 
directly  involved  with  providing 
emergency  medical  care  should  do 
this  in-service  training  in  their 
local  hospitals. 

To  schedule  training  in  Montana 
hospitals  with  physicians  in  the 
emergency  room  24  hours  a  day, 
contact: 

•  St.  Vincent's  Hospital 
Emergency  Department  in  Billings. 
Phone  252-2121. 

•  Montana  Deaconess  Hospital 
in  Great  Falls.  Talk  with  Lynda 
Kendall  in  the  Emergency  Room, 
phone  761-1200,  ext.  3233  and  also 

|  write  a  letter  to  the  administrator 
"  Fred  Holbrook. 

•  St.  Patrick  Hospital  in  Mis- 
soula. Contact  Helen  Homme  in  the 
Emergency  Room,  phone  549-7271, 
ext.  217. 


May,  1974  and  will  end  in  June  this 
year,  will  be  about  480  hours  and 
has  included  a  week  of  clinical 
observation  and  instruction  at  St. 
Anthony's  Hospital  in  Denver. 

Subject  matter  studied  by  the  12 
students  who  are  basic  EMTs  in- 
cludes: starting  and  maintaining 
IVs,  reading  electrocardiograms, 
general  assessment  of  patients, 
assault  to  the  nervous  system, 
orthopedics,  psychological  aspects 
of  emergency  medicine,  shock  and 
fluid  therapy. 

In  Denver  the  students  observed 
surgery  intensive  care  units, 
radiology,  medical  intensive  care 
units,  the  recovery  room  and  the 
emergency  room  and  had  20  hours 
of  lectures. 

The  Highway  Traffic  Safety 
Division  arranged  for  the  pilot  pro- 
ject by  obtaining  a  two  year  grant 
from  the  Department  of  Transpor- 
tation (DOT)  worth  $24,000  each 
year.  Robert  Fears  of  the  Division 
is  course  coordinator. 

Four  Billings  physicians,  Dr. 
Elmer  Kobold,  Dr.  W.  T.  Daniels, 
Dr.  Leonard  Etchart  and  Dr. 
George  Angelos,  helped  Fears 
develop  the  course  from  general 
DOT  guidelines  and  their  evalua- 
tion of  community  needs. 

Students  in  the  class  will  have 
spent  a  minimum  of  64  hours  in  the 
St.  Vincent's  Emergency  Room. 

Selected  by  a  board  of 
physicians  and  laymen  out  of  32 
applicants,  all  involved  with  some 
aspect  of  emergency  medicine,  the 
students     are:     Gladys     Bennett, 


Roundup;  Donald  Bosshardt, 
Billings;  David  Cameron,  Billings; 
Michael  Durbin,  Billings;  Donald 
Fricke,  Worden;  Daniel  Hudson, 
Billings;  Joe  Kearns,  Billings; 
Joseph  Marble,  Billings;  James 
Meader,  Billings;  Gordon  Mohr, 
Worden;  James  Ross,  Roundup, 
and  Richard  Taylor,  Billings. 

Southeastern  Counties 
Get  Funds  for  Councils 

Six  Southeastern  Montana 
counties  have  received  funds  from 
the  Old  West  Regional  Commis- 
sion to  cover  operations  and  plan- 
ning activities  of  their  Emergency 
Medical  Services  Councils. 

The  Old  West  Regional  Commis- 
sion had  made  these  funds 
available  to  the  state  Department 
of  Intergovernmental  Relations  for 
counties  in  the  coal  impacted  area 
of  Eastern  Montana. 

Paul  Anderson  of  the  Emergency 
Medical  Services  Bureau  wrote  an 
application  for  some  of  the  funds, 
which  have  been  contracted  by  the 
Intergovernmental  Relations 
Department  to  the  EMS  Bureau. 

The  funds  amount  to  $5,560  for 
each  of  two  years.  Counties  receive 
the  money  in  varying  amounts 
from  $620  to  $1,190  a  year  and  will 
receive  the  same  amounts  next 
year. 

Counties  receiving  the  money 
are:  Rosebud,  Big  Horn, 
Yellowstone,  Custer,  Dawson  and 
Fallon. 


Summer  Is  .  .  . 
Travel  Time 

Parents  might  consider  signing  a 
"consent  for  treatment"  form  (that 
EMS  Councils  might  make 
available)  if  their  child  is  going 
someplace  where  immediate  con- 
tact with  parents  becomes  im- 
possible or  if  the  parents  are  going 
anywhere  that  a  babysitter  might 
have  difficulty  in  contacting 
them. 

St.  Vincent's  Hospital  in  Billings 
has  a  simple  form  that  gives  a 
physician  and  a  hospital  permis- 
sion to  perform  emergency  treat- 
ment and  to  continue  the 
procedures  between  specific  dates 
when  parents  can't  be  contacted. 


Samples  of  the  form  are 
available  from  Pat  Ponich,  Public 
Relations  Director,  St.  Vincent's 
Hospital,  2915  12th  Avenue  North, 
Billings,  MT  59101. 

Time  to  Show  Off 

Fair  time  and  rodeo  time  offer 
good  opportunities  for  public  ex- 
posure of  an  ambulance  service.  If 
the  ambulance  service  volunteers 
to  stand-by  for  fairs  or  rodeos,  the 
personnel  might  offer  tours  of  the 
ambulance,  set  up  a  display  of 
emergency  services  available,  list 
needed  supplies  and  distribute 
phone  stickers  listing  emergency 
numbers,  including  ambulance. 
(Or  appeal  for  funds  to  pay  for 
phone  stickers.) 


skivs 


skivs 


skivs 


skivs 


skivs 


St.  Vincent's  Hospital  in  Billings  recently  in- 
stalled an  emergency  poison  information  system 
that  can  provide  data  for  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  about  100,000  poisonous  substances  within  30 
seconds. 

The  system,  called  POISINDEX,  provides 
rapid  identification  of  dangerous  drugs,  commer- 
cial products,  poisonous  plants,  snake  venoms  and 
chemical  compounds  by  using  a  microfilm  reader 
and  a  microfiche  file  containing  a  series  of  50  four- 
by-six  inch  cards,  each  of  which  lists  some  2,000 
different  poisons. 

The  file  and  reading  machine  are  located  near 
the  Emergency  Room  telephone.  (The  number  is 
252-2121.) 

Each  entry  contains  information  about:  the 
different  forms  in  which  the  particular  poison  is 
found,  pharmacology  of  the  poison,  the  poison's 
physical  effects  including  the  range  of  toxicity, 
laboratory  tests  that  detect  the  poison,  antidotes 
and  courses  of  treatment  and  a  bibliography  of 
each  poison. 


Four  new  EMS  Councils  have  formed  in  May, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  counties  with  coun- 
cils formed  to  26. 

The  latest  to  form  was  in  Jefferson  County  on 
May  29  when  Dale  Johnson,  M.D.,  from  Clancy 
was  elected  council  chairman. 

Other  councils  that  organized  were  in 
Ekalaka,  Carter  County,  with  Murray  Emerson  as 
rnnnml  chairman,  in  Broadus,  Powder  River  Coun- 
ty, with  Ken  Jesse  as  council  president  and  in 
Hysham,  Treasure  County,  with  Ron  Thomas  as 
council  chairman. 


The  Association  of  Ambulance  and  Related 
Medical  Personnel  of  Montana,  Inc.  formed  April 
5,  1975  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  Montana 
Ambulance  and  EMT  Association. 

At  this  April  meeting,  bylaws  were  approved, 
annual  dues  were  set  at  $10  (dues  already  paid 
will  be  deducted  from  the  $10),  Dick  Taylor  of 
Billings  and  the  Rev.  Carl  Koons  of  Laurel  were 
appointed  co-editors  of  the  corporation's 
newsletter  and  officers  from  the  old  association 
were  retained  for  the  new  corporation. 

Officers  are:  Charles  Bicsak  of  Great  Falls  as 
president,  Elmer  Harriger  of  Missoula  as  vice 
president  and  Norman  Parrent  of  Hardin  as 
Secretary  Treasurer. 


No  federal,  state  or  county  help  was  needed  for 
Denton  and  Coffee  Creek  area  residents  to 
purchase  their  new  $20,000  ambulance. 

Instead,  donations  from  about  225  local 
residents  and  businesses  in  the  600  square  mile 
area  brought  in  $17,000  in  two  weeks.  The 
additional  $3,000  followed  soon  and  so  did 
another  $2,000  which  is  being  used  for  equipment 
and  radios. 

Donations  ranged  from  $1.50  to  $1,000,  accor- 
ding to  Mrs.  Bob  Coffman,  wife  of  the  man  who 
spearheaded  the  fund  drive. 

More  than  a  year  ago  the  Denton  Community 
Ambulance  Committee  had  tried  to  obtain  federal 
funding  to  replace  a  1962  Cadillac  but  its  efforts 
were  confounded  by  red  tape  and  bureaucracy. 

The  efforts  to  obtain  a  new  ambulance  led  to 
another  community  endeavor  when  area  residents 
recently  raised  the  roof  on  the  old  ambulance 
garage  and  put  in  a  new  door  so  the  new  am- 
bulance could  be  accomodated. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  EMS  COMMUNICATIONS  MANUAL... 
Instruction:  Name,  Address,  Telephone 

In  Hospital  Directory,  Indian  Health  Service  Hospita 
insert  after  Billings   Browning,  MT 
Tel:   338-5311 


Insert  after  Conrad 


Cross  out  none  and 
open  squelch, 
replacing  as  shown 

Add  1  before  the 
222  after  Dial  and 
cross  out  open 
squelch,  replacing 
as  shown 

In  Ambulance 
Directory,  cross 
out  none  and  add 
as  shown 

Cross  out  none 
and  add  as  shown 


Cut  Bank  Memor 
706  2nd  S.E. 
Tel:   938-2251 


al  Hospital 


Wheatland  Memorial  Hospital 
530  Third  St.  N.W. 
Tel:   632-A351 

Roundup  Memorial  Hospital 
1202  Third  Street  West 
Tel:   323-2302 


BROWNING 

Browning  Ambulance  Set 


CUT  BANK 

Memorial  Hospital  and 

Nursing  Home 


(Town) 
BROWNING 

Radio  Call  No 
KYB  9^8 

Encoder 
Dial:  1 

Data 
225 

Other  Data 

sub-aud  i  ble 

decode 

CUT  BANK 

KXZ  kid 

Dial:  1 

224 

sub-audible 
decode 

HARL0WT0N 

KUQ  665 

Dial  : 

1 

MM 
665 

mm  mmim 

sub-aud  i  ble 
decode 

ROUNDUP 

KVF  568 

Dial:  1 

222 

MM  MMJM 

sub-aud  i  ble 
decode 

Address,  Zip  Cod 
Town  Clerk  59^17 

5  Telephone 
338-23'*'* 

Ambul ance 
Sheriff 
Pol  ice 
155.  3*40 
155.280 

Radio 

Hospi  tal 
MM 
155. 3^0 
155.280 

Box  knU        59^27 

938-'*58'4 

Sheriff 
Pol  ice 
155. 3^0 
155.280 

MM 

155. 3^0 
155-280 

Advisors  Endorse  Regional  Concept 


Regionalization  with  its 
.associated  regional  councils  and 
regional  coordinators  received  the 
unanimous  support  of  the  Gover- 
nor's Advisory  Council  for 
Emergency  Medical  Services  at  its 
May  16  meeting. 

The  Council  passed  a  recommen- 
dation that  the  EMS  Bureau  should 
give  top  priority  to  placing 
regional  coordinators  in  the  field. 

State  Seeks  $1  Million 
In  EMS  Federal  Funds 

The  Emergency  Medical  Ser- 
vices Bureau  has  applied  for  over 
$1  million  in  federal  EMS  funds 
and  should  know  by  June  20  with 
how  much  success  the  application 
has  met. 

The  application  included  fun- 
ding for  three  regional  coor- 
dinators who  would  be  responsible 
for  assisting  local  and  regional 
EMS  Councils  and  local 
governments  with  the  develop- 
ment of  all  EMS  system  com- 
ponents within  the  region.  They 
also  would  assist  with  on-going 
planning  for  the  region  and  for  the 
EMS  Bureau. 

The  regions  center  around  the 
three  cities  in  the  state  with  full- 
time  emergency  room  physicians 
in  the  hospital,  Great  Falls, 
Billings  and  Missoula.  Each  area 
has  a  population  of  approximately 
230,000. 

The  primary  grant  requests  were 
for  transportation  and  com- 
munication equipment. 

In  submitting  the  application, 
some  requests  from  counties  were 
deleted  because  they  were  not 
allowed  under  the  terms  of  the 
grant,  were  not  fully  justified  or 
duplicated  already  existing  fun- 
ding programs. 

Of  the  equipment  requested  for 
fiscal  year  1976  for  Region  1,  the 
Western  Region,  about  $205,000 
was  asked  for  communication 
equipment  and  $159,800  for 
transportation.  Region  2's  equip- 
ment request  included  about 
|  $153,800  for  communications  and 
$96,100  for  transportation.  The 
Eastern  Region's  communication 
request  was  for  approximately 
$295,900  and  transportation  re- 
quests were  $201,700. 


Kit  Johnson,  M.D.,  of  Missoula, 
said  he  thought  the  EMS  Bureau 
should  try  to  fund  regional  coor- 
dinators even  if  the  request  to  fund 
these  positions  through  the  federal 
government  isn't  successful. 

Another  action  regarding 
regionalization  was  a  recommen- 
dation that  the  Council  set  up 
guidelines  for  a  regional  council 
and  that  provision  be  made  for 
sub-regions  or  districts. 

Representation  of  a  regional 
council  on  the  Governor's  Ad- 
visory Council  was  established  by 
a  recommendation  that  the 
regional  council  send  a  written, 
quarterly  report  to  the  council  and 
send  a  representative  to  advisory 
council  meetings. 

In  other  business,  the  Council: 

•  Heard  reports  on  the  present 
status  and  future  plans  of  EMS 
Communications. 

•  Moved  to  send  to  the  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners  a  letter  stating 


the  Council's  interest  in  being  in- 
volved with  the  development  of 
rules  and  regulations  for  EMT 
training  and  testing  and  in  in- 
volving other  physicians  around 
the  state. 

•  Moved  to  send  to  the  Montana 
Nurses'  Association  a  letter 
recommending  EMT  training  as  a 
scheduled  training  course  for  stu- 
dent nurses. 

•  Moved  to  ask  representatives 
from  Comprehensive  Health  Plan- 
ning and  the  Bureau  of  Nursing  to 
come  to  the  next  Council  meeting 
to  discuss  the  emergency  medical 
role  of  nurses  in  remote  areas. 

•  Moved  to  meet  quarterly  or  as 
often  as  necessary. 

DON'T  FORGET: 

Air  Ambulance 
Conference 
June  27-28 

(see  skivs) 


Three  EMS  Regions  Outlined 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
stressed   by   the   federal   govern- 
ment. 

In  Montana  the  EMS  Bureau  has 
identified  three  regions  centering 
around  the  three  cities  in  the  state 
with  a  physician-staffed  emergen- 
cy room  24  hours  a  day.  Each 
region  also  has  a  population  of 
about  230,000.  Both  the  full-time 


ER  physician  coverage  and  the 
population  over  200,000  are  re- 
quirements for  regions  set  out  by 
the  federal  guidelines  to  EMS 
grant  applicants. 

The  Governor's  Advisory  Coun- 
cil on  EMS  has  endorsed  the 
regional  concept  and  encourages 
physician  leadership  throughout 
the  EMS  system. 


Boundaries  for  these  regions  are  flexible,  Robert  Quam.  EMS  Bureau  Chief,  says.  Emergency 
patients  will  continue  to  be  transferee!  to  appropriate  medical  facilities  regardless  of 
boundaries. 
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On  June  27  and  28,  Dawson  A.  Mills,  M.D.  with  the 
National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  will  speak  at  an  Air  Am- 
bulance Conference  in  Helena. 

The  two-day  affair  also  will  include  speeches 
by  Montana  physicians,  military  personnel  in- 
volved with  air  ambulance  transport  and  experts 
in  various  fields  of  air  ambulance  transportation. 

Seven  workshops  are  planned:  Training  and 
Education,  Resources  and  Accessibility,  Emergen- 
cy Rescue,  Communications,  Funding,  Air  Am- 
bulance Standards  and  Recommended  Equipment. 

Registration  starts  at  8  a.m.  Friday  at  the 
Colonial  Hilton  in  Helena.  Advanced  registration 
is  encouraged  and  may  be  made  by  sending  name, 
address  and  occupation  to  the  EMS  Bureau,  1424 
Ninth  Avenue,  Helena  59601.  The  conference  will 
end  Saturday  in  the  late  afternoon. 

Sponsors    are:    the    EMS    Bureau,    Mountain 
States     Regional     Medical     Program     and     the 
Highway  Traffic  Safety  Division. 
*     *     *     * 

An  EMT  course  coordinators'  workshop  is  ten- 
tatively scheduled  for  early  August. 

Purpose  of  the  workshop  is  to  ensure  that  EMT 
courses  will  be  taught  similarly  throughout  the 
state  and  ensure  high  quality  of  the  courses. 

Discussion  will  include  analyzing  what  coor- 
dinators need  to  more  effectively  train  EMTs. 
New  training  and  teaching  techniques  will  also  be 
offered.  Other  topics  include:  recruitment  of 
students  and  instructors,  testing,  problems  with 
certain  lessons  and  hospital  in-service  training. 

Dates  and  location  of  the  seminar  will  be 
mailed  in  June  by  invitation  to  all  active  coor- 
dinators. 


EMTs  and  Advanced  First  Aiders  are  needed  to 
volunteer  their  services  at  the  state  fair  in  Great 
Falls  July  25  through  August  3.  Contact  Mike 
McGowan  at  the  Great  Falls  Red  Cross  Office, 
452-6486,  if  interested. 


Ann  Rehbein,  County  Extension  Agent  for  Teton 
County,  has  been  presented  the  Department  of 
Agriculture's  highest  award. 

Rehbein  was  one  of  15  people  in  extension 
services  across  the  nation  to  receive  the  award. 
Her  honor  stemmed  from  work  she  had  done  in 
Teton  County's  Emergency  Medical  Services 
system  in  1974. 


Those  interested  in  improving  emergency  medical 
care  in  Montana's  28  Eastern  counties  are  invited 
to  a  Region  3  Emergency  Medical  Services  con- 
ference in  Billings,  tentatively  scheduled  for  July, 
pending  HEW  approval  of  budget  expenditures. 

The  conference  will  be  conducted  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Yellowstone  County  EMS  Council 
and  the  EMS  Bureau  and  is  an  outcome  of  a 
planning  grant  received  by  St.  Vincent's  Hospital. 

Eastern  region  counties  that  are  urged  to 
participate  are  shown  on  a  map  on  page  3  of  this 
newsletter. 

More  information  can  be  obtained  later  in  June 
from  Ethel  Taylor,  St.  Vincent's  Hospital  in 
Billings,  phone  252-2121. 


Western  Region  counties  will  meet  in  Kalispell 
July  lOand  11  to  discuss  results  of  the  federal  EMS 
grant  application,  regional  EMS  problems  and 
projects  and  proposed  regional  council  bylaws. 
For  more  information  contact  Dr.  Jack  Davis  in 
Kalispell. 

Drew  Dawson  of  the  EMS  Bureau  conducted  a 
pilot,  two-week  first  aid  course  at  the  basic  school 
of  the  Montana  Law  Enforcement  Academy  at 
Bozeman  in  May. 

Special  emphasis  was  placed  on  moving  and 
lifting  patients,  spinal  injuries,  airway 
maintenance  and  extrication  from  vehicles — 
activities  with  which  law  enforcement  officers 
would  most  likely  come  in  contact. 
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